Year 7 English: NAPLAN Style Reading Comprehension
from the iBook “Sir Hubert Wilkins”
By using the interactive iBook, “Sir Hubert Wilkins”, students will be able to practise their reading skills whilst
considering the extraordinary life he led.
The following mini unit can be utilised in a short four-week period. It comprises of time to read the iBook and
respond to literal, interpretive and inferential style comprehension questions. This levelled reading
comprehension helps readers to go beyond the surface of a text in a step-by-step way.
The following comprehension style questions are used readily within NAPLAN assessments.
Level 1 (literal – reading what is right there)
Here the reader finds the answer in the text. The reader might be asked to do any of the following:
•
•
•

Identify the main ideas of the paragraph or short story.
Recall details that support the main ideas.
Organize the sequence in which the main events occurred.

Level 2 (interpretive – reading between the lines)
Here, the reader interprets the information to find answers. The reader might be asked to any of the following:
•
•
•

Predict endings and anticipate consequences.
State reasons for events.
Make generalizations.

Level 3 (inferential – reading beyond the lines)
Here the reader makes links between the text and his or her own experience and knowledge to develop an
answer. The reader is asked open-ended questions to promote deeper understanding and do the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Make generalizations.
Make comparisons.
Make judgments.
Make recommendations and suggestions.
Make decisions.

An overview of the unit of study:
Week
1
2
3
4

Summary
Read the iBook (Approximately 3 lessons plus homework)
Literal questions
Interpretative questions
Inferential questions

Sir Hubert Wilkins
1. Literal Questions: In the space provided,
answer questions in just a few words.
1

What was the name of the township close to Wilkins’ farm?

2

How far did he walk to school each day?

3

What forced his parents leave the farm forever?

4

How old was Wilkins when he set himself a lifetime goal?

5

What early job did he become highly successful in?

6

Why did he stay a much longer in the Arctic than planned on his
first expedition?
Why was Wilkins not allowed to become an air force pilot in the
First World War?
Who called Wilkins the bravest soldier in the Australian Army.

7
8
9

What was the name of Wilkins’ aircraft in the great air race of
1919?

10

Which famous leader did Wilkins meet when he went to Russia?

11

13

On his Australian exploration, how many specimens did he
collect and send to the Natural History Museum of London?
How many aircraft did Wilkins buy before he finally made it
across the Arctic from America to Europe?
Why is he called Sir Hubert and not Sir George?

14

How much land did Wilkins discover in his 1928/9 Antarctic trip?

15

What was so special about the voyage of the Graf Zeppelin?

16

What was the purpose of Wilkins’ 1929 voyage to Antarctica?

17

Why did the newspapers call the voyage of the Nautilus the
suicide club?
How many Antarctic expeditions did Wilkins lead to assist
Ellsworth to achieve his dream?
Which spy agency did Wilkins work for in the Second World
War?
In what year was Wilkins dream to have cooperating weather
stations operate in the Polar regions finally realised?
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1. Literal Questions: In the space provided,
answer questions in just a few words.

	
  

1

What was the name of the township close to Wilkins’ farm?

Mt Bryan

2

How far did he walk to school each day?

10 km approx

3

What forced his parents leave the farm forever?

Drought

4

How old was Wilkins when he set himself a lifetime goal?

Seventeen

5

What early job did he become highly successful in?

Filmaking/photography

6

Why did he stay a much longer in the Arctic than planned on his
first expedition?
Why was Wilkins not allowed to become an air force pilot in the
First World War?
Who called Wilkins the bravest soldier in the Australian Army.

His ship sunk

9

What was the name of Wilkins’ aircraft in the great air race of
1919?

The Kangaroo

10

Which famous leader did Wilkins meet when he went to Russia?

Vladimir Lenin

11

On his Australian exploration, how many specimens did he
collect and send to the Natural History Museum of London?
How many aircraft did Wilkins buy before he finally made it
across the Arctic from America to Europe?
Why is he called Sir Hubert and not Sir George?

Over 5000

14

Two Fokkers and one
Stinson biplane (3)
Didn’t want to use the
King’s name
How much land did Wilkins discover in his 1928/9 Antarctic trip? Over 900 km

15

What was so special about the voyage of the Graf Zeppelin?

16

What was the purpose of Wilkins’ second voyage to Antarctica?

17

Why did the newspapers call the voyage of the Nautilus the
suicide club?

18

How many Antarctic expeditions did Wilkins lead to assist
Ellsworth to achieve his dream?
Which spy agency did Wilkins work for in the Second World
War?
In what year was Wilkins dream to have cooperating weather
stations operate in the Polar regions finally realised?
	
  

It was the fastest roundthe-world trip (21 days)
Keen to make more land
discoveries
They were sure it would
fail and the crew would
die
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Colourblindness
Sir John Monash

The CIA
1958
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2. Interpretive Questions: In the space
provided, answer these questions using
sentences.
1. Why did young George begin his
fascination with weather and what did he
hope he could learn?

___________________________________________________________________________
2. How do we know that Wilkins was a particularly good cameraman when working for
Gaumont?

3. How did the time Wilkins spent with the Aborigines on his farm help him when he met the
Eskimos after his ship had sunk in the Arctic?

4. Why did the leader of the Australian Armed Forces describe Wilkins as the bravest soldier in
his army?

5. Provide two reasons why Wilkins travelled to Russia in 1921.

6. Wilkins was a very popular figure in Australia until he completed his exploration of
Northern Australia for the Natural History Museum in London. What went wrong?

7. The flight that Wilkins and Eielson took across the Arctic from America to Europe was
described by the New York Times as “The greatest flight in history”. Provide two reasons.

8. When Wilkins discovered his submarine’s rudders had been hacksawed off, he knew it was
an act of sabotage. Why do you think someone had done this? ____________________
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2. Interpretive Questions: In the space
provided, answer these questions using
sentences.

	
  
1. Why did young George begin his fascination with weather and what did he hope he could
learn?
Saw effects of drought first hand/livestock perished/he wondered if weather patterns
could be predicted, then livelihoods (and livestock) saved.

2. How do we know that Wilkins was a particularly good cameraman when working for
Gaumont?
Earned seven times the average salary/travelled abroad regularly for reports/took risks
to be the first to provide audiences new footage
3. How did the time Wilkins spent with the Aborigines on his farm help him when he met the
Eskimos after his ship had sunk in the Arctic?
He enjoyed discovering traditional and successful ways of adapting to the environment/
he mixed easily without necessarily understanding the language
4. Why did the leader of the Australian Armed Forces describe Wilkins as the bravest soldier in
his army?
Took huge risks to perform his job well/ never complained despite injuries sustained/
Accomplished feats beyond his job role/ highly successful

5. Provide two reasons why Wilkins travelled to Russia in 1921.
To take movie footage of starving Russians so that funds could be raised for them
To gather information for newly formed British spy organisation MI5
6. Wilkins was a very popular figure in Australia until he completed his exploration of
Northern Australia for the Natural History Museum in London. What went wrong?
He saw evidence of poor treatment of both Aborigines and the environment (wild life
and poor farming)/he reported this and authorities and locals were upset
7. The flight that Wilkins and Eielson took across the Arctic from America to Europe was
described by the New York Times as “The greatest flight in history”. Provide two reasons.
It proved beyond doubt there was no land in the Arctic/it was a flight of epic bravery/it
required extremely complicated navigational skills (10 time zones to cross)
8. When Wilkins discovered his submarine’s rudders had been hacksawed off, he knew it was
an act of sabotage. Why do you think someone had done this? ____________________
Crew were worried about the outcome (loss of oxygen/loss of life)/crew very uncomfortable
on board and wanted to return
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3. Inferential Questions: In the space
provided, answer these questions using
sentences.
1. Zoom into Wilkins’ enlistment paper for the Australian Imperial Force and you
will see the question, “What is your trade of calling?”. What could be considered
unusual about his response? What does this tell us about Wilkins’ thinking for the
future?

2. What was so risky about flying aircraft in the 1920’s and 1930’s? Can you list at
least five things? Place them in order from the highest to the lowest risk.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
3. Why did Wilkins decide that a submarine would be the most appropriate method
of transport for the Arctic region? (Hint: keep in mind he had sailed there, walked
and flown across the ice….)

4. What does the expression ”to be ahead of your times” mean? Try to name at least
three ways that Wilkins was ahead of his times.
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3. Inferential Questions: In the space
provided, answer these questions using
sentences.
1. Zoom into Wilkins’ enlistment paper for the Australian Imperial Force and you
will see the question, “What is your trade of calling?”. What could be considered
unusual about his response? What does this tell us about Wilkins’ thinking for the
future?
After just one expedition to the Arctic, he considered himself an explorer.
He sees exploration as a way to further his aims in life and satisfy his love
of travel and adventure seeking.
He gets along well with people and has developed great survival skills.

2. What was so risky about flying aircraft in the 1920’s and 1930’s? Can you list at
least five things? Place them in order from the highest to the lowest risk.
1. poor safety standards on aircraft
(these are not in definitive order)
2. poor navigational ability
3. unreliable communication from aircraft to ground
4. forward weather readings unavailable or unreliable
5. uncertainty of landing strips in many locations

(plus many others…..)

3. Why did Wilkins decide that a submarine would be the most appropriate method
of transport for the Arctic region? (Hint: keep in mind he had sailed there, walked
and flown across the ice….)
To traverse vast areas, foot travel was highly dangerous given the weather
extremes. Sailing too was unreliable as the winter ice grew and enclosed shipping
sometimes for years. Air travel too was risky as the weather was unpredictable
and landing hazardous. Submarines offered the best alternative.

4. What does the expression ”to be ahead of your times” mean? Try to name at least
three ways that Wilkins was ahead of his times.
He saw a connection between weather conditions around the world and the
potential for improved weather forecasting.
He saw the potential for using aircraft to explore new territory rather than foot or
ship. He saw the potential for increasing submarine usage.
	
  
	
  

